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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

1. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as 
set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be 
patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious 
at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said 
subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention 
was made. 

2. Claims 15-21, 26-28 and 30-31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Miramontes [US 2002/0072395] in view of Japan [J P2004 140434]. 
Regarding claims 15, 28 and 30 . Miramontes discloses an electronic device (figures 1- 
2) comprising: 

- a main body (2); 

- a flip (having a letter I key 9, figure 2) having opposing sides attached to said 
main body, the flip being rotatable about a first axis (an axis is parallel with a 
vertical of the main body as shown in figure 2) of rotation between open and 
closed position; 

- a first input interface on a first opposing side of the flip (figures 1-2); and 

- a second input interface on a second opposing side of the flip (figures 1-2). 
Miramontes discloses the instant claimed invention except for the flip being 

rotatable by a second axis that is perpendicular to the first axis of rotation. 
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Yamaguchi et al. disclose an electronic device (figures 1-4) having a main body 
(10) and a flip cover (17) being rotatable by a first rotation axis (29) and a second 
rotation axis (30, figures 1-4). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to use a hinge design of Yamaguchi et al. in Miramontes for the 
purpose of providing multiple rotational directions of the flip of the electronic device. 
Regarding claims 16-17 . Miramontes, as modified, discloses a display (3) on the main 
body and positioned such that the display being visible when the flip is in the closed 
position (figure 1). 

Regarding claims 18-19 . Miramontes discloses the first and second inputs are active 
the same time. Miramontes discloses the instant claimed invention except for the 
second input could not be active with the first and second input is active. However, 
when the electronic of Miramontes use the hinge design of Yamaguchi et al., the 
electronic device of Miramontes can use the first and second inputs to activate in the 
same time. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to use the hinge design of Yamaguchi et al. in the electronic device 
of Miramontes, for the purpose of using multiple inputs that are active in the same time. 
Regarding claims 20-21 , Miramontes, as modified, disclose the first and second input 
interfaces being selectively activated depending on the position of the flip and by the 
user. 



Application/Control Number: 10/685,188 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2841 

Regarding claim 26 . Miramontes, as modified, disclose the first input interface 
comprising a pressure sensitive interface (figures 1-2). 

Regarding claims 27 and 31 . Miramontes, as modified, disclose the touch sensitive 
interface comprises a touch pad (figures 1-2). 

3. Claims 22-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Miramontes, as modified, as applied to claim 18 above, and further in view of Mak [US 
2004/0085289]. 

Regarding claims 22-25 . Miramontes, as modified, disclose the instant claimed 
invention except for the main body including a global control and/or a joystick control. 

Mak discloses an electronic device (figure 3) having a main body including at 
least one a global control mounted thereon and will control an activation of the 
electronic device through input interfaces. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have a global control in the main body of the electronic device of 
Miramontes, as suggested by Mak, for the purpose of providing accessible function of 
the electronic device. 

4. Claims 29 and 32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Miramontes, as modified, as applied to claims 26 and 30 above, and further in view 
of Wendorff et al. [US 2003/0157957]. 
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Regarding claims 29 and 32 % Miramontes, as modified, disclose the instant claimed 
invention except for the second input interface comprising a game controller. 

Wendorff et al. disclose an electronic device (figures 1-3) having a multiple input 
interfaces and wherein the input interface may replace as a game controller (paragraph 
40). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to replace the second input interface of Miramontes, as modified, 
by a game controller, as suggested by Wendorff et al., for the purpose of running game 
in the electronic device. 

Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments filed 11/09/2006 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive with respect to claims 15-32 and persuasive with respect to claims 1-14. 
Applicant argues that 

[1]: Miramontes teaches away from the proposed combination with Yamaguchi. 
Examiner disagrees : 

Regarding to [1], In response to applicant's argument that there is no suggestion 
to combine the references, the examiner recognizes that obviousness can only 
be established by combining or modifying the teachings of the prior art to 
produce the claimed invention where there is some teaching, suggestion, or 
motivation to do so found either in the references themselves or in the knowledge 
generally available to one of ordinary skill in the art. See In re Fine, 837 
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F.2d 1071, 5 USPQ2d 1596 (Fed. Cir. 1988) and In re Jones, 958 F.2d 347, 21 
USPQ2d 1941 (Fed. Cir. 1992). In this case, Miramontes discloses an electronic 
device having first and second input interfaces, a flip (having a letter 1-9, figure 
2) is rotated in a first axis (a vertical axis parallel with a vertical side of a main 
body of a phone, figure 2); Yamaguchi et al. disclose an electronic device 
(figures 1-4) having a flip (17) being rotatable by a first rotation axis and a second 
axis. A skilled artisan would have been motivated to use the hinge design of 
Yamaguchi et al. for the hinge of the electronic device of Miramontes in order to 
rotate the flip of the electronic device of Miramontes in multiple directions. 
Applicant has not claimed any specific the operating mode of the electronic 
device in the claim 15. 
Applicant argues that 

[2]: There is no third user input on the main body of the Miramontes device 
positioned to be at least partially covered by the flip when the flip is in the closed 
position. 

Examiner is acknowledged to the applicant's arguments regarding to [2]. 
Therefore, the rejection of claims 1-14 are withdrawn and allowed. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

6. Claims 1-14 are allowed. 

7. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: In claim 1, 
applicant states that the limitation "a third input interface on the main body positioned to 
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be at least partially covered by the flip when the flip is in the closed position." This 
limitation, in conjunction with other limitations as disclosed in the claim 1 , was neither 
found to be disclosed, nor suggested by the prior art. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Conclusion 

8. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 
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9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hung S. Bui whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2102. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8:30AM-6:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Dean A Reichard can be reached on (571) 272-1984. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 



Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

06/06/2007 
Hung Bui 
Art Unit 2841 
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